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As composer and librettist have aimed for a unity and climax of spiritual mes- 
sage and musical expression, a brief description of their plan may be of use to the 
interpreters. 


The Prologue, “The Promise”, opens with an instrumental introduction based 
on a plainsong melody used throughout the cantata as a unifying musical theme. 
The Voice of the Peoples is heard singing the Deus Misereatur to the same melody. 
The Voice of the Prophets comforts with Isaiah’s promises of the coming of the 
Prince of Peace, the Voice of the Peoples answering each promise with the words, 
“And this man shall be the peace”. At the close the Voice of the Peoples is heard 
singing very softly the words which give the cantata its title, “The Prince of Peace’, 
' to the music of the plainsong theme, now finally defined as the leading musical 
motive. 


Part I, “The Fulfillment of Time’, tells the Bethlehem story. An instrumen- 
tal introduction, ‘“The Peace of Bethlehem”, attempts to suggest the mood of the 
Holy Night. The tenor soloist sings St. Luke’s narrative of the shepherds in the 
field; the soprano soloist sings the angel’s annunciation; women’s voices are heard: 
in the song of the angels, the Gloria in Excelsis. The Chorus of Shepherds sings a 


joyful anthem which is the musical culmination of Part I. Coming to adore the © 


Babe, the shepherds hear the Song of Mary. Departing they sing a Hymn of the 
Nativity. At the close of their song the voice of Mary is heard lulling the Babe, 


while the shepherds are heard in the distance singing to the plainsong melody, - 


“And this Babe shall be the peace’’. 


Part II, “The Fulfillment of Eternity’, tells the final triumph of the Prince of | 


f, 


Peace. The Voice of the Prophets opens with a triumphant passage from Isaiah, _- 


answered by the Voice of the Poet singing the day when all men shall be at home in 
peace. For the final number the Chorus of Peoples Redeemed sings a pean, the 
plainsong theme being blended with the theme of triumph. The cantata ends with 
a Hail to the Prince of Peace, the tuba rejoicing in a last enunciation of part of the 
leading theme. 


The refrain of Part I, number 8 is borrowed from an old “Rocking Hymn” by 
George Wither, published in 1641. The text of Part I, number 9 is adapted from 
Richard Crashaw’s “Hymn of the Nativity”, published about 1648. The poems 
by Stryker and Chesterton are copyrighted and must not be reprinted without the 
permission of the authors. For permission to use Chesterton’s “There fared a 
mother”, we are indebted to Mr. Chesterton, Messrs. A. P. Watt and Son, and the 
John Lane Company. Itis an honor to have been permitted to use two hymns writ- 
ten by the most accomplished American psalmist of our day, the Reverend Doctor 
M. W. Stryker, whose manly and sonorous verses are only one expression of a spirit 
which has made him a great captain under the banner of the Prince of Peace. 


HAROLD W. THOMPSON 
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